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1,500,000 Slovenes as well. With Serbia on the Adriatic, the
military as well as the political position of the Dual Monarchy
would be fatally imperilled.

The break-up of Austria-Hungary was not a British interest,
as British interests were judged in those sober days. It must
inevitably shatter the world's peace. It was not, at that date,
regarded as axiomatic that it would add to the happiness of the
'liberated' peoples. The debacle of the Young Turks had dis-
illusioned Downing Street as to the inevitability of progress
under 'progressive5 national leadership, while it had opened
their eyes very wide indeed to the difficulties of localizing
Balkan quarrels. The fruitful consequence was that London
in 1913 saw the last effective employment of the diplomacy
of the balance of power which modern history will record.
England became in effect the mediator between two equally
balanced groups, and imposed on both an honourable com-
promise. An independent state of Albania was created, under
a German prince, to stand between Serbia and the Adriatic
sea-board.

The signature of the Treaty of London was perhaps the high-
water mark of Britain's diplomatic achievement in our century.
We acted with intelligence, force, and disinterest. We had
preserved the peace of Europe without forfeiting the goodwill
of any of the powers, great or small. Our prestige at that time
afforded a striking contrast to our prestige at the end of the
Boer War. It was to be a decisive factor in the anxious and
dangerous years which lay immediately ahead of us.

The very success of our part in the Balkan disputes of 1912
and 1913 has been held by some to condemn the general trend
of our diplomacy in the years preceding 1914. Here, these
critics say, is, if not proof, at least a clear indication that so
long as England was aloof and in no way committed to either,
party in a dispute, the fear of her intervention was sufficient to
eosure the acceptance of a reasonable settlement. Had we
occupied the same position.of detachment in July 1914, we
could have mediated between Austria and Russia as successfully
as we did in the Balkans fifteen months before.

This criticism rests on a complete misunderstanding of the
realities of foreign policy.